
B e f o r e  t h e  Board of Z o n i n g  A d j u s t m e n t ,  0.  C .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 11647 ,  of  S p r i n g  Kno l l s  C o o p e r a t i v e  Nursery  
S c h o o l ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  8 2 0 7 . 2  o f  t he  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  t o  o p e r a t e  a n u r s e r y  schoo l  i n  t h e  
R-1-B zone a s  p r o v i d e d  by S e c t i o n  3101.41 o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a t  7720 Alaska Avenue, N. M . ,  Lots 33 a n d  8 0 1 ,  Squa re  2958. 

HEARING D A T E :  May 1 5 ,  1974 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: June  6 ,  1974 

FINDINGS OF F A C T :  

1 .  The a p p l i a a n t  p roposes  t o  o p e r a t e  a c o o p e r a t i v e  
n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  a t  the  N o r t h m i n i s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church f o r  
35  s t u d e n t s ,  ages  3 -4 ,  from 9 :15  a .m.  t o  1 1 : 4 5  a . m . ,  Monday 
t h r o u g h  F r i d a y .  

2 .  The s c h o o l  i s  p r e s e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  a n d  h a s  a s t u d e n t  
body of  3 0  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  two t e a c h e r s  and s i x  p a r e n t  a i d s .  

3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  i s  a n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  
i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia.  

4 .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t  does  n o t  o f f e r  a r t i c l e s  of commerce f o r  
s a l e .  

5 .  All  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s c h o o l  w i l l  come 
from a r a d i u s  of  1 . 9  m i l e s  from t h e  Nor thmin i s t e r  Church, a n d  
more t h a n  h a l f  of  t h e  s t u d e n t  body r e s i d e s  w i t h i n  a 1 2  b lock  
r a d i u s  f rom the  s c h o o l .  

6 .  The a p p l i c a n t ' s  p r o p o s e d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  
required 100  s q u a r e  f e e t  of p l a y  a r e a  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d .  

a .  The p r o p o s e d  s i t e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  2 ,100  square  f e k t  
of o u t  d o o r  p l a y  s p a c e ,  a n d  1 , 4 2 4  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  
i n d o o r  p l a y  s p a c e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  same l o t .  

b .  A p p l i c a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  no more t h a n  1 5  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  
p l a y  o u t s i d e  a t  one t i m e .  

c .  None of  t h e  o u t d o o r  p l a y  space  c a n  be seen from, or 

7 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p rov ides  more t h a n  t h e  r equ i r ed  number 

i s  w i t h i n  7 0  f e e t  o f  a b u t t i n g  p r o p e r t y .  

of p a r k i n g  spaces  w h i c h  i s  two ( 2 )  f o r  e v e r y  t h r e e  ( 3 )  t e a c h e r s  
a n d  s t a f f  members. 

a .  The c h i l d r e n  w i l l  a r i v e  a t  t h e  proposed  s i t e  v i a  
c o n t r o l l e d  c a r - p o o l s .  
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8 .  The a p p l i c a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  vacanc ie s  appear  i n  
t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y ,  p r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  be g i v e n  t o  c h i l d r e n  and 
f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  a 10 block r a d i u s  of t h e  proposed s i t e .  

9 . %  The Board  has d e f i n e d  t h e  term "neighborhood" a s  
an a r e a  w i t h i n  1 0  b locks  of a s p e c i f i c  u s e .  

10 .  The school  h a s  been i n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  a church 2% 
blocks  away from t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  

a .  Mrs. J e f f e r s o n ,  a member of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  s t a t e d  
t h a t  n o  n o i s e  compla in t s  were made by t h e  ne ighbor-  
hood i n  which she  l i v e s  where t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  ope ra t ed  
i n  t h e  p a s t .  

1 1 .  O p p o s i t i o n  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
r e a s o n s  o f  i n c r e a s e . i n  n o i s e  a n d  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  neighborhood 
and t h a t  because t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  s t u d e n t  body i s  composed o f  
c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  Maryland and o u t s i d e  t h e  neighborhood of  t h e  
N o r t h m i n i s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, t h a t  t h e  proposed use  i s  n o t  
a neighborhood f a c i l i t y .  

use w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  use  o f  t h e  Nor thmin i s t e r  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church which a l r e a d y  o p e r a t e s  church programs 
d u r i n g  t h e  week t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  a n  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n .  

13 .  The o p p o s i t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  oppose a n y  s p e c i a l  
e x c e p t i o n  i n  t h e i r  neighborhood because such uses  tend  t o  be 
compounded a f t e r  t hey  a r e  once e s t a b l i s h e d .  

1 2 .  The o p p o s i t i o n  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW: 

Based u p o n  t h e  above F i n d i n g s  o f  F a c t ,  t h e  Board i s  o f  
t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  proposed p r i v a t e  school use  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  
t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  by r e a s o n s  of t r a f f i c  or n o i s e  because 
t h e  a p p l i c a n t  complies  w i t h  t h e  p a r k i n g  r equ i r emen t s  o f  i t s  
proposed use  and tes t imony o f  r e c o r d  shows t h a t  t h e  school  
o p e r a t e d  w i t h o u t  compla in t s  of  n o i s e  4 t  i t s  prior l o c a t i o n .  The 
Board concludes  t h a t  because a s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  r e s i d e  w i t h i n  twe lve  (12 )  b locks  o f  t h e  proposed s i t e ,  
a n d  because p r i o r i t y  w i l l  be g iven  t o  p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w i t h i n  
t e n  ( 1 0 )  b l o c k s  o f  Nor thmin i s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i q n  Church when 
v a c a n c i e s  i n  t h e  school  o c c u r ,  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  s p e c i a l  excep-  
t i o n  w i l l  be necessa ry  a n d  conven ien t  t o  t h e  neighborhood i n  
which i t  i s  l o c a t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  i f  g ran ted  
w i l l  be i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose a n d  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  
Z o n i n g  Regu la t ions  a n d  Maps a n d  w i l l  n o t  tend t o  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  
t h e  use of ne ighbor ing  p r o p e r t y .  
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ORDERED: ,  T h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  be  G R A N T E D  F O R  THE 
P E R I O D  OF ONE ( 1 )  Y E A R  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
m u s t  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  B o a r d  f o r  r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  
o f  t h i s  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  u s e  as p r o v i d e d  b y  S e c t i o n  
3101  .41 of  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  

V O T E :  4 - 1  ( L i l l a  B u r t  Cummings, Esq. d i s s e n t i n g ,  M r .  
H a r p s  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  v o t e d  o n  6 / 1 3 / 7 4 ) ,  

B Y  O R D E R  OF THE D .  C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By: ~ / I' ;i . Ic c I A ' :c L , " L  

A A M E S  E .  MILLER 
S P c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  B o a r d  

F INAL DATE OF ORDER:  J u ~ 2 4  1974 

THAT THE O R D E R  OF THE B O A R D  I S  VALID FOR A P E R I O D  OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING A N D / O R  O C C U P A N C Y  
P E R M I T  I S  F ILED WITH T H E  DEPARTMENT OF E C O N O M I C  DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
O R D E R .  



Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

Application No. 11647 of Spring Knolls Cooperative Nursery 
School, pursuant to Section 8207.2 of the Zoning Regulations 
for a special exception to operate a nursery school in the 
R-1-B Zone as provided by Section 3101.41 of the regulations 
at 7720  Alaska Avenue, N. W., L o t s  33 and 801, Square 2958. 

HEARING DATE: May 15, 1974 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: July 23, 1974 

ORDERED : 

That the applicant's motion for reconsideration of the 
Board's decision in the above case be DENIED, for a lack of 
four (4) affirmative votes. 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

8 q  JAMFS E. MILLER 
Secretary to the Board 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: l ) i  ,/ ,, f 7 / / + y  


